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the crooked, lame, timid and emaciated, were not to be admitted
Animals were not permitted to enter its precincts. The Council
discussed all State affairs, legislated and carried on the administra-
tion ; in fact he adds that repeated discussion of a case was necessary
befoie this body came to a. final decision. The king of course could
veto any case when he thought it fit to do so for some cause or other,
which is, however, not mentioned/,,Kamandaka in fact advises that
these decisions were to be in accoxdance with the Sastras, reasonable
and loyal1.
3.   The Great Assembly
In the times of Harsa, these traditions of the Guptas continued.
According to Baiia the words of Prabhakaravardhana on his deathbed
to Harsa, suggest that the former had almost selected the latter
to succeed to the throne despite the existence of the eldest soil,
Rajyavardhana,2 But probably such a suggestion was not openly-
made in the assembly because it is evident that Rajyavardhana
preceded Harsa and ruled for a short time.3
But in the crisis which resulted on the foul murder of Rajya-
vardhana, the question of Harsa's .succession again became a
constitutional issue of the first magnitude. As Bana would have
it, the S&napati Simhanada addressed Harsa thus: " Now that the
king (Prabhakaravardhana) has assumed godhead and Rajyavardhana
has lost his life by the sting of the vile Gauda serpent, you are in
the cataclysm which has come to pass, the only Besa left to support
the earth. Comfort your unprotected people". To this appeal Harsa
agreed, resolving to clear the earth of Gaudas, Thus resolved, " he
dismissed the assembly (sdbha) and having sent away the feudatories, left
the hall once more, desirous of the bath."* As the context shows, this
assembly consisted of princes (rajalokah) and others.5
The traveller Yuan Chwang, however, has a similar story to
narrate* "The people", he says, "having lost their ruler, the country
became desolate. Then the great minister Po-ni (Bhandi) whose
power and reputation were high and of much weight, addressing the
assembled ministers, said: " The destiny of the nation is to be fixed
today. The old king's son is dead: the brother of the prince,
1 Kamandaka, Nitisara, CL IV, pp. 17-25.
3  Bana, Harsacarita, p, 158: " 'Succeed to this world* is a command too mean for
an intending conqueror of "both worlds,,. ",   Ibid., p. 156.
-   8 Hiuen Tsiang, op. cit., I, p. 210; Yuan Chwang, op. cit., I, p. 343 ; L E., VII, no. 22,
P. 159-
4  Bana, op. cit., pp. 185-88. Italics mine.
5  Drid.,   text,  p.   194:   iti  krta  niscayasca muktasthano' visarjita rajalokah snan-
orambbakanksl sdbhamatyaksit.